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Lecturer Bios and Contact Information 

Course Directors 

Dr. Todd Bridges is a Professor of Practice and Associate Director for Public-Private 
Partnerships at UGA’s College of Engineering and the Institute for Resilient Infrastructure 
Systems (IRIS). Prior to joining UGA, Bridges was the Senior Research Scientist for 
Environmental Science for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, where he led the Dredging 
Operations Environmental Research Program, the Center for Contaminated Sediments, and 
Engineering with Nature® (EWN)  Program.  Bridges is a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Western Dredging Association.  He co-directs the Sustainable Sediment Management (S2M) 
program at UGA/IRIS. 
• Ph.D., Oceanography, North Carolina State University  
• M.A., Biology, California State University, Fresno 
• B.A., Biology-Zoology, California State University, Fresno  

➢ Contact: todd.bridges@uga.edu; 706-202-7645 (cell)    

Dr. Ram Mohan, P.E., is a Professor of Practice at UGA’s Institute for Resilient Infrastructure 
Systems (IRIS), and a Senior Partner at Anchor QEA, INC, where he leads the Coastal 
Engineering and Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) Practice areas. Mohan is a former member of the 
NASEM (National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine) Marine Board, and Ocean 
Studies Board, and former Chairman of the Western Dredging Association. Mohan is a Fellow of 
ASCE and served on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Environmental Advisory 
Board, which is a part of the Army Science Board.  He currently co-directs the Sustainable 
Sediment Management (S2M) program at UGA/IRIS. 
• Ph.D., Ocean Engineering, Texas A&M University  
• M.S., Ocean Engineering, University of Rhode Island  
• B.S., Naval Architecture, Cochin University of Science & Technology  
• Registered Professional Engineer (Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 15 other states)  

➢ Contact: ram.mohan@uga.edu; 215-756-5030 (cell) 

Dr. Brian Bledsoe, P.E., is the founding director of the Institute for Resilient Infrastructure 
Systems (IRIS) at UGA. He has over 35 years of experience as a civil engineer, hydrologist, and 
environmental scientist in the private and public sectors. Bledsoe’s research is focused on river 
engineering, infrastructure systems, water resources, stormwater and flood management, 
ecosystem restoration, and community resilience. Bledsoe has led numerous research projects 
supported by NSF, DoD, USEPA, USDA, NCHRP, BOR, state and local governments, and 
private sector partners.  
• Ph.D., Civil Engineering (Hydraulics and River Mechanics), Colorado State University  
• M.S., Forestry and Restoration Ecology, North Carolina State University 
• B.M.E., Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology  
• Registered Professional Engineer (Georgia, Colorado, North Carolina) 
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➢ Contact: bbledsoe@uga.edu 
Lecturers 

Dr. Cynthia Banks is a research biologist at the US Army Engineer R&D Center, Environmental 
Laboratory in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Dr. Banks is currently serving as Deputy Program 
Manager, Engineering with Nature, for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  Dr. Banks 
started with U.S. Army Engineer Research Development Center (ERDC) in 1995 as a student 
intern in the ERDC Environmental Laboratory. Over her 30+ years, she continued to serve the 
ERDC Environmental Laboratory as a lead laboratory technician, research biologist, program 
manager for the Dredging Operations Technical Support (DOTS) and assistant program manager 
for the Dredging Operations and Environmental Research (DOER) and Engineering with 
Nature® (EWN) programs. Dr. Banks then transitioned to the ERDC Installation Operations 
Command as an environmental protection specialist and later as senior environmental manager 
over the course of six years. Prior to this selection, Dr. Banks served as a strategic planner in the 
ERDC Executive Office where, for nearly five years, she led strategy development, strategic 
engagements, and communications with external and internal stakeholders, primarily including 
academia and ERDC senior leadership. Her research interests include wetlands, coastal ecology, 
risk assessment, and environmental research related to dredging.  
• Ph.D., Organizational Leadership, Columbia International University 
• M.Sc., Hazardous Materials Management, Jackson State University  
• B.Sc., Environmental Science, Jackson State University 

➢ Contact: Cynthia.J.Banks@usace.army.mil   

Dr. Mathew Bilskie is an Associate Professor in the School of Environmental, Civil, 
Agricultural, and Mechanical Engineering within the University of Georgia’s College of 
Engineering. His research focuses on hurricane storm surge modeling under present and future 
conditions, real-time flood inundation forecasting, novel methods for assessing compound 
flooding, flood hazard and risk communication with decision-makers, and the implementation 
and assessment of natural and nature-based features—from conceptual development and 
permitting through design, construction, and monitoring. Bilskie has published more than 60 
peer-reviewed articles, with research funding from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Department of War, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Department of 
Homeland Security, Office of Naval Research, National Science Foundation, Georgia 
Department of Transportation, Gulf Research Program of the National Academies of Sciences, 
Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Louisiana RESTORE Act Center of 
Excellence, and others.  Bilskie leads the Coastal Ocean Analysis and Simulation Team 
(COAST), a research group that develops computational hydrodynamic models to simulate 
astronomical tides, wind waves, storm surge, and rainfall-runoff processes in coastal and oceanic 
environments and is a member of UGA's Institute for Resilience Infrastructure Systems (IRIS). 
• Ph.D., Civil Engineering, Louisiana State University 
• M.S., Civil Engineering, University of Central Florida 
• B.S., Civil Engineering, University of Central Florida 

➢ Contact: mbilskie@uga.edu  
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Maor Bezner is Vice President, North America at ECOncrete, an environmental technology 
company founded by marine biologists to revolutionize marine infrastructure. Bezner joined 
ECOncrete in 2018 as a Designer and has since served as Head of Product Development and 
Production, Head of Design, and Chief Technology Officer, prior to assuming his current role 
leading the company's growth across North America. Over more than eight years with the 
company, he has contributed to key nature-based infrastructure projects, including the South 
Battery Park nature-based waterfront design in New York City and the Port of San Diego's 
Living Shoreline projects. His work focuses on harmonizing environmental and technical 
requirements in marine construction and developing the technologies that enable ecologically 
enhanced infrastructure to be manufactured at scale. 
• B.A., Industrial and Product Design, Holon Institute of Technology 

➢ Contact: maor@econcrete.us  

CPT Scott Blackstock currently serves as the Deputy Resident Engineer at Ellsworth Air Force 
Base with the USACE, Omaha District, where he supports delivery of the approximately $1.7 
billion B-21 bed-down construction program. Prior to this assignment, Blackstock studied 
natural infrastructure at UGA’s Institute for Resilient Infrastructure Systems (IRIS). His graduate 
research evaluated the potential for levee setbacks and floodplain reconnections to improve water 
quality through nitrate removal. His previous Army assignments include serving as a Combat 
Engineer Company Commander in the 4th Infantry Division, a Company Executive Officer in the 
555th Engineer Brigade, and a Platoon Leader in the 864th Engineer Battalion.  Blackstock is a 
member of the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME). 
• M.S., Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Georgia 
• B.S., Environmental Engineering, University of Georgia  

➢ Contact: scott.c.blackstock@usace.army.mil  

Edward Brauer, P.E., is a senior hydraulic engineer in the USACE St. Louis District (MVS) 
and regional technical specialist in river engineering for the Mississippi Valley Division. He has 
approximately 20 years of project experience, which includes navigation; environmental 
restoration; research on river-training structures, including physical effects and environmental 
impacts; sediment transport; geomorphology; field methods; and lock design on rivers within the 
U.S., South America, and Europe. Brauer has developed and led classes on shallow draft 
navigation and river-training-structure design and construction for engineers in the U.S. and 
Brazil. He is a member of the USACE River Engineering Committee, the chair of the River 
Engineering Working Group, the secretary of the PIANC World Association for Waterborne 
Transport Infrastructure, and an adjunct professor at St. Louis University.  Brauer serves as the 
point of contact for the Saint Louis District’s and Mississippi Valley Division’s EWN Proving 
Grounds—parts of a USACE network advancing the integration of EWN principles by 
implementing innovative approaches for broader adoption. 
• M.S., Civil Engineering, University of Illinois (Champaign-Urbana) 

• B.S., Civil Engineering, Southern Illinois University 
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• Registered Professional Engineer (Missouri) 

➢ Contact: edward.j.brauer@mvs02.usace.army.mil  

Dr. Jules Bruck, RLA, F. ASLA., is a nationally recognized leader in landscape architecture and 
a pioneer in nature-based coastal resilience.  Dr. Bruck is the Dean of UGA’s College of 
Environment and Design and formerly served as the Director of the School of Landscape 
Architecture and Planning at the University of Florida. Dr. Bruck’s research has attracted support 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Department of Defense, the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. This work 
includes a $9.4 million project to develop shellfish-based living shorelines to enhance coastal 
defense and resilience, an approach with direct relevance to coastal communities in Georgia and 
beyond. Before her tenure at the University of Florida, Bruck was the founding director of the 
landscape architecture program at the University of Delaware, which she established in 2016. 
While at Delaware, she launched the Coastal Resilience Design Studio, an initiative that 
integrates interdisciplinary internships with community-driven design to develop resilience 
strategies for coastal regions.  
• Ph.D., Agricultural Education, Texas A&M University 
• M.S., Horticulture, Penn State University 
• B.S., Landscape Contracting, Penn State University  

➢ Contact: Jules.Bruck@uga.edu    

Dr. Mathew Chambers is an Assistant Research Scientist with the Institute for Resilient 
Infrastructure Systems at the University of Georgia. Chambers’ research investigates novel 
approaches to managing flood risk with stream and watershed-scale environmental restoration. 
His work has been applied in levee and dam retrofitting, urban stormwater management, 
ecosystem service evaluations, and in infrastructure investment decision-making processes. 
• Ph.D., Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Georgia 

• M.S., Mechanical Engineering, Stanford University 

• B.S., Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Tech 

➢ Contact: matt.chambers@uga.edu  

Monica Chasten is a Coastal Engineer and Project Manager with the Operations Division of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Philadelphia.  Her responsibilities include oversight of federal 
coastal navigation projects in New Jersey and Delaware.  Chasten has over 40 years of 
experience with hydraulic and coastal engineering projects specializing in dredging, beach 
nourishment, inlet processes, regional sediment management and coastal structures.  Serving as 
the lead for the Philadelphia District’s Engineering with Nature Proving Ground and a co-
founder of the Seven-Mile Island Innovation Laboratory, she has been instrumental in 
developing, constructing, and monitoring innovative projects that use dredged material to restore 
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marsh and support resilient shorelines. Chasten serves as the point of contact for the Philadelphia 
District’s EWN Proving Ground—part of a USACE network advancing the integration of EWN 
principles by implementing innovative approaches for broader adoption. 
• M.S., Hydraulic and Coastal Engineering, Lehigh University  
• B.S., Civil Engineering, Drexel University 

➢ Contact: monica.a.chasten@usace.army.mil  

Dr. Joanna Curran P.E. is a subject matter expert in sediment transport engineering, open 
channel hydraulics, engineering in riverine systems, and hydrogeology. At USACE, she focuses 
on areas where the engineering is within the natural environment and therefore requires 
understanding how the engineered system can work where there is active sediment movement. 
Typical projects include river-system restoration, sediment within fish passage facilities, and 
work where rates of sediment erosion or aggradation are creating unacceptable levels of risk to a 
project or flood risk management. Prior to USACE, Curran worked at consulting firms and was a 
tenured professor in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of 
Virginia.  
• Ph.D., Physical Geography and Environmental Engineering, The Johns Hopkins University  

• M.S., Hydrogeology, The University of Texas at Austin 

• B.S., Environmental Earth Science and Engineering, The Johns Hopkins University 

• Registered Professional Engineer (Maryland and Washington) 

➢ Contact: Joanna.C.Curran@usace.army.mil   

Hannay Fertel is an Environmental Manager with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
San Francisco District, where she works on a diverse portfolio of Civil Works projects. Prior to 
joining USACE, Fertel was a Researcher with UC Berkeley studying forest and fire ecology. Her 
professional experience spans landscape and restoration ecology, ecological research, wildlife 
biology, environmental compliance and implementation of Engineering with Nature principles 
and practices.    
• M.S., Ecology, University of California, Davis 
• B.S., Forestry and Natural Resources, University of California, Berkeley  

➢ Contact: hannah.fertel@usace.army.mil 

Elizabeth Godsey, P.E., serves as the Technical Lead for Coastal Engineering and Regional 
Sediment Management at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Mobile District (SAM) 
and Engineering with Nature Practice Lead for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with over 25 
years of experience.  She has provided civil, military, and interagency coastal planning and 
engineering services across a range of USACE missions.  Godsey plays a key role in the Coastal 
Resiliency Program, leading coastal engineering design services for one of the largest authorized 
system-wide coastal storm risk management programs in USACE. Her expertise includes 
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developing large-scale regional sediment management strategies and leading the restoration of 
coastal barrier islands along the northern Gulf. Through the Mississippi Coastal Improvements 
Program (MsCIP), Godsey collaborates with a multiagency team to integrate nonstructural 
solutions, such as voluntary buyouts in high-risk areas, alongside natural infrastructure 
approaches like marsh and island restoration, enhancing system-wide risk reduction strategies. 
• B.S., Civil Engineering, University of South Alabama 

• Coastal Engineering Certificate, Old Dominion University 

• Registered Professional Engineer (Alabama) 

➢ Contact: elizabeth.s.godsey@usace.army.mil 

Dr. R. Andrew Goodwin, P.E., is a Research Engineer with the U.S. Army Engineer Research 
and Development Center’s (ERDC) Environmental Laboratory, based in Portland, Oregon. He 
also serves as the Lead, Future Infrastructure and Predictive Psychophysics Team at ERDC. 
Goodwin’s work focuses on solving complex challenges at the intersection of infrastructure and 
the environment, supporting the assurance needs of the U.S. Army, Department of Defense, and 
broader society. His research emphasizes the management of critical resources—water, land, air, 
and ecosystems—that are essential to national security and economic vitality. 
• Ph.D., Environmental Systems Engineering, Cornell University 
• M.S., Environmental Systems Engineering, Cornell University 
• B.S., Civil Engineering, Virginia Tech 
• Registered Professional Engineer (Oregon) 

➢ Contact: Andy.Goodwin@usace.army.mil  

Daria Mazey, MPA, is the Plan Formulation Branch Chief for the Los Angeles District of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, serving Southern California, Arizona, and parts of Nevada and 
Utah. Mazey directs multidisciplinary teams in ecosystem restoration studies, flood risk 
management, navigation, coastal storm and hurricane damage reduction, and watershed studies 
of national interest, tribal partnerships, technical services to local governments and tribes, and 
smaller civil works infrastructure projects for flood risk, aquatic ecosystem restoration, and 
more. She is also an instructor for the Plan Formulation and Evaluation Capstone (PCC3) 
Course, a certified Agency Technical Reviewer for plan formulation, a trained facilitator, and has 
extensive public involvement experience with highly visible and complex projects. Mazey’s 
interests are in urban and arid region’s sustainability and policy, coastal storm risk management, 
as well as Engineering With Nature. 
• MPA, Environmental Science and Policy, Columbia University 
• B.S., Conservation and Resource Studies, University of California, Berkeley  

➢ Contact: Daria.S.Mazey@usace.army.mil  
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Tyler Ortego is a passionate innovator who has spent his career integrating living ecosystems 
with coastal resilience. Ortego’s career has been driven by the mission of using nature to upend 
the economics of coastal resilience so that communities can thrive for generations. Over the 
years he has contributed to miles of nature-based shoreline protection features. At Natrx, Ortego 
helps customers apply Natrx’s advanced manufacturing technology to complex coastal 
engineering challenges, as well as giving the sales team the tools they need to thrive.  Ortego is a 
Board-Certified Coastal Engineer. 
• M.S., Engineering Sciences, Louisiana State University 

• B.S., Biological Engineering, Louisiana State University 

• Registered Professional Engineer (Louisiana) 

➢ Contact: tyler@natrx.io   

Dr. Candice Piercy, P.E., is a Research Environmental Engineer working with the Integrated 
Ecological Modeling team at USACE ERDC. Her research focuses on the simulation of feedback 
between ecological and physical processes, primarily driven by vegetation, in a variety of 
ecosystems including salt marshes, dunes, estuaries, and river floodplains. Piercy also conducts 
field monitoring studies and helps develop ecologically informed engineering guidance for 
coastal ecosystems. 
• Ph.D., Biological System Engineering, Virginia Tech 

• B.S., Biological System Engineering, Virginia Tech 

• Registered Professional Engineer (Virginia) 

➢ Contact: Candice.D.Piercy@usace.army.mil  

Josef Rieger is a Senior Managing Scientist with Anchor QEA in Norfolk, Virginia. He has more 
than 25 years of experience advancing coastal restoration, nature-based solutions, beneficial use 
of dredged material, thin-layer placement, oyster restoration, sediment management, and coastal 
resilience projects. Prior to joining Anchor QEA, Rieger served as the Environmental Resilience 
Program Manager for NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic, where he managed nature-based resilience 
initiatives at Navy installations across 13 states. Previously, he spent more than 22 years with the 
Elizabeth River Project, serving as Deputy Director of Restoration and leading large-scale habitat 
restoration, living shoreline, oyster reef, sediment remediation, and watershed restoration 
initiatives throughout Hampton Roads. At Anchor QEA, Rieger leads and supports coastal 
resilience and restoration projects for the Department of Defense, USACE, state and local 
governments, and nonprofit organizations throughout the Mid-Atlantic. 
• M.S., Ecology, Old Dominion University 
• B.S., Biology, Ohio University 

➢ Contact: jrieger@anchorqea.com  
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Renee Robertson, P.E., is a Principal Engineer at Anchor QEA with over 21 years of coastal and 
aquatic restoration experience. She is working on some of the nation’s largest living shoreline 
programs including the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality’s Hancock County 
Marsh Living Shoreline (7.5 miles of Living Shorelines, 46 acres of marsh and 46 acres of 
subtidal reef), as well as the Nueces Delta and the Dagger Point shoreline protection projects for 
the Texas Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program. A civil/coastal engineer grounded in 
engineering design and field construction experience, Roberston brings decades of practical NBS 
experience to her lectures. 
• M.S., Civil Engineering, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
• B.S., Biology, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
• Registered Professional Engineer (Alabama, Texas & Louisiana) 

➢ Contact: rrobertson@anchorqea.com 

Jesse Ross serves as the Department of Navy’s Coordinator for the Innovation Landscapes of the 
Southwest. Jesse works with researchers, land managers, and partners to develop solutions where 
Navy and Marine Corps installations and ranges are experiencing the impacts from flooding, fire, 
and other natural hazards. Prior to working in the Southwest, Ross supported the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Energy, Installations, and Environment) on environmental and 
landscape resilience policy. 
• M.S. Civil Engineering, University of New Hampshire 
• B.S. Environmental Engineering, University of New Hampshire 

➢ Contact: jesse.j.ross15.civ@us.navy.mil  

Zak Ruehman, P.E., is the Director of Engineering Services for the Institute for Resilient 
Infrastructure Systems at the University of Georgia, where he leads interdisciplinary teams in 
developing innovative approaches to the planning, management, and design of natural and hybrid 
infrastructure systems that strengthen community resilience at the local, state, and federal levels. 
Previously, Ruehman served as a lead engineer and project manager in the private sector, 
specializing in stormwater management, flood resilience, infrastructure design, master planning, 
infrastructure asset management, and parks. 
• Ph.D., Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Georgia (ongoing) 
• B.S., Environmental and Ecological Engineering, Purdue University 
• Registered Professional Engineer (Georgia, Indiana and Tennessee) 

➢ Contact: zruehman@uga.edu  

Dr. Burton Suedel is a Research Biologist with the USACE ERDC Environmental Laboratory. 
Since 2005, Burton has served as the Team Leader of the Risk Integration Team, where he 
focuses on risk assessment and management of dredged material and invasive species, and 
investigating ways in which sustainable and resilient engineering, environmental, social, and 
economic benefits can be incorporated into waterborne transport infrastructure planning. He has 
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received international awards and recognition for applying Engineering With Nature principles in 
practice at multiple USACE coastal and fluvial projects. Suedel also manages the USACE 
Dredging Operations Technical Support program that facilitates transfer of existing and new 
navigation and dredging technology to stakeholders in the USACE's navigation mission. Suedel 
also Chairs the World Association of Waterborne Transport Infrastructure (PIANC) 
Environmental Commission. 
• Ph.D., Biological Sciences, University of Mississippi  
• M.S., Biology, University of North Texas  
• B.S., Biology, University of North Texas  

➢ Contact: Burton.Suedel@usace.army.mil  

Connor Tennant, P.E., is Manson Construction Company’s Production Manager who 
specializes in dredging processes, slurry flow, geotechnical analysis, and safety in the estimating 
and active project phases. He was named Western Dredging Association’s Young Professional of 
Year in 2023. Tennant now serves on the Board of Directors for WEDA. 
• MBA, University of Florida 
• M.S., Ocean Engineering, University of Rhode Island  
• B.S., Ocean Engineering, University of Rhode Island  
• Registered Professional Engineer (Florida) 

➢ Contact: ctennant@mansonconstruction.com  

Andrew Timmis is the Director of Business Development – Environmental Group for J.F. 
Brennan Company, Inc., with over 35 years of operational and business development experience. 
He has developed environmental opportunities (including the implementation of bioremediation 
projects for soil and groundwater), as well as provided technical support for large civil 
construction, dredging, and capping projects. Timmis is currently on the Board of Directors of 
the Dredging Contractors of America, the Board of Directors of the Environmental Business 
Council of New England, and Past president of the WEDA Eastern Chapter. He is currently on 
the WEDA Board of Directors, Environmental and Educational Committees, and 2022 WEDA 
Dredger of the Year.  
• B.S., Environmental Resources and Management Planning, Plattsburgh State University 

College  
➢ Contact: atimmis@jfbrennan.com  

Dr. Charles Van Rees is an Assistant Professor of Ecology and Co-Director of the 
Undergraduate Certificate Program in Ecological Restoration and Nature-based Engineering 
(ERNE) at UGA’s Odum School of Ecology. He is a faculty affiliate of the Institute for Resilient 
Infrastructure Systems (IRIS), the River Basin Center, and the Center for Integrative 
Conservation Research. Prior to joining UGA, he was a postdoctoral research associate at 
Flathead Lake Biological Station at the University of Montana and a Fulbright Early Career 
Scholar at Doñana Biological Station in Seville, Spain. van Rees is an interdisciplinary 
conservation scientist with expertise in wetland ecology, ornithology, wildlife management, and 
animal behavior.  
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• Ph.D., Ecology, Behavior, and Evolution, Tufts University 
• Certificate in Water Resources Management, Tufts University 
• B.A., Ecology, Connecticut College 
• B.A. Environmental Studies, Connecticut College 

➢ Contact: charles.vanrees@uga.edu  

Sam Whitin is a Vice President and since 2019 has been the Coastal Resilience Director at EA 
Engineering, Science, and Technology Inc., PBC. He has over 25 years of experience related to 
the restoration and protection of coastal infrastructure and natural habitat. Whitin leads 
specialized teams of engineers, scientists, and regulatory specialists throughout the continental 
U.S. as well as Alaska and Hawaii to design and implement on-the-ground projects using natural 
infrastructure, including sediment, to improve resiliency for federal agencies such as Department 
of Defense, National Marine Fisheries Service, National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
as well as a variety of other state, private, and non-profit partners.  
• B.S., Biology, Bates College, 1999  

➢ Contact: swhitin@eaest.com  

Dr. Brock Woodson, P.E., is a Professor in the College of Engineering at UGA, the co-Director 
of the Institute for Resilient Infrastructure Systems, and a licensed professional engineer in the 
state of Georgia. Woodson's research is focused on coastal physical oceanography, nature-based 
solutions, and coastal socio-environmental systems. He has published over 90 peer-reviewed 
journal articles on topics ranging from foraging behavior of zooplankton to wave-wind dynamics 
on coral reefs and rocky shorelines to the efficacy of nature-based solutions. Woodson has been 
working on community engagement with fishing communities in Baja California for more than 
15 years. At UGA, Woodson is also leading several nature-based solution projects including 
oyster restoration efforts on the Georgia coast. He is also on the leadership team for the Network 
for Natural Infrastructure (NNI), a joint network founded by UGA and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers focused on improving nature-based feature implementation for coastal hazard 
mitigation and multiple benefits. 
• Ph.D., Civil Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, 2005 
• M.S., Civil Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, 1999 
• B.S., Civil Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, 1998 
• Registered Professional Engineer (Georgia) 

➢ Contact: bwoodson@uga.edu  

Justine Woodward is a Senior Biologist in the Environmental Analysis Section / Planning and 
Policy Branch at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Norfolk District. She is the 
environmental technical lead for several civil works planning studies and projects with an 
extensive background in environmental compliance and the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). She also serves as the District’s EWN Proving Ground primary point of contact. Prior to 
her arrival at NAO in June 2019, Justine was a NEPA practitioner supporting the Department of 
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the Navy’s environmental planning efforts. She also previously held a regulatory role in the 
Habitat Management Division of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission.  
• M.S., Marine Science, The College of William and Mary, Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science  
• B.S., Biology, Virginia Tech 

➢ Contact: Justine.R.Woodward@usace.army.mil 
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